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WELCOMING REMARICS 

HON. ALEXANDER TREADWELL 
Secretary of State 

Thank vou \Tenr much for the introduction. Good morning ladies and gentlemen. 

Howv manv assessors are here in the room? Please raise your hands. I had lunch with 

Ton1 Griffen, Executive Director of the Office of Real Property Services, vesterdav 

and asked him for some ideas on what I might talk about this morning. He told me 

that 85% of the eligible homeowners have signed up for STAR, the Governor's school 

tax relief program. Considering that we are just completing the second vear of STAR, 

that is an extraordinay number. The assessors of our state have done a wonderful 

job helping the homeowners of our state through the STAR program. 

I am venT pleased to be here with Patt\r Sallun again. Last winter we were at this 

same location for a Smart Growvth conference co-sponsored b\r the Government Law 

Center. 

This s \mposi~~rn on propen\T assesslnent and conservation easements is about 

~xesenling open space. We all have our own stories or we have read stories in the 

nenrspapers about urban sprawl and what can happen to communities when open 

space i.s lost .  just the other da\., Thlv I%'~,J\~ }i~i.X- Tiiir~ls ran a big stonT about Atlanta. 

I'ou ma\.  ha\^ read i t .  
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Mv most vivid story about what happens when open space is long gone comes from a 

book bv one of mv heros, Tom Wolfe. When I was a kid in college I wanted to be a 

journalist and he wrote this amazing book called The Icandy-Icolored Tangerine-Flake 

Streanzline Baby. Needless to say, this was in the 60s. Last year, he wrote another 

great book-A Man in Full. One of his main characters, Conrad, is a voung g . 1 ~ 7  ~ 7 h o  is 

having a tough time in life whose greatest moment was in a community college in 

northern California, called the Mount Diablo Community College. Conrad, who was 

not much of a student, was sitting in a civics course when, suddenly, the teacher, Mr. 

Wildrotsh7, asks the students to rename the community where the college was 

located. The community is Pittsburg, California, but what should it be? Conrad gets 

a bit of an inspiration when Mr. Wildrotsky asks, "Any suggestions?" His heart 

thumping over his temerity, Conrad raised his hand and said, "How about 7-Eleven?" 

He had driven through that whole area, from Vine Hill where he lived on east to 

Pittsburg and bevond. It was now one vast goulash of condominiums and other new, 

cheap housing. The only wav you could tell you were leaving one community and 

entering another was when the franchises started repeating and vou spotted another 

7-Eleven, another Wendv's, another Costco, or another Home Depot. The new 

landmarks were not office towers or monuments or city halls or libraries or museums. 

The\. \Irere 7-Eleven stores. When giving directions, people would , sav, - "You take the 

senrice road d0wm-1 past the 7-Eleven and then . . . ." "Mr. Wildrotsky loved it." The 

class spent two weeks tallui~g about I-Eleven land. 

To me that excerpt is reall~~ vivid. 1 remember drilling in the 80s with ~IIV fainilv 

\\!hen In\. children were voung. off tlw nuin thru~vavs from \Vashington to New York 

Cit~.,  along the coast. 1 was really startled at ho\~. this beautiful countrvside was 

dotted \\it11 billboards and essentiall~. spoiled 



MY wife and I have a great friend. Her name is Chris Walford. We all once worked 

together at Sports Illustl-at& magazine. Chris Walford staved there much longer than 

mv wife and I did. On weekends she fairly frequently would visit her sister in a town 

in New Jersey, which I guess I will not name. Every Saturday morning, Chris and her 

sister would ride bikes from the center of town, where her sister lived, to the 

countrvside. Not too long ago, I was asking Chris about urban sprawl. She said 

when she and her sister started this ride about 15 vears ago, it took ten minutes to 

get to the countrvside. Over the vears, it was a longer and longer ride. Now it is a 

45-minute ride one wav to get out of what was once this little town. This is vet 

another vivid example of what can happen when open space is lost. 

I am venr pleased to be pan of an administration here in Albany where the 

environmei~t is one of Governor Patah's verv top priorities. Open space conservation 

is obviouslv a verv significant and major part of that. The Governor first became an 

en\rironmentalist when he was a little lud swimming in the Hudson River. When he 

could not see his feet in the Hudson. he realized people needed to do something to 

help the Rver. 

111 1998, as I ail1 sure manv of vou lu~o.r\., the Governor signed the New York State 

O ~ e n  Space Conservation Plan. The Plan recognizes the value of conservation 

easements as an important ope11 space protection strategv. Earlier this vear, 

Governor Patalu annoui~ced the 1,urchase of consenration easements 011 1 10,000 acres 

of Cl~ampion International's Adirol~dack lands. The Adirondack Council said at that 

:lnnouncement that "in a single rransaction C;o\~ernor Patalu protected more forest 

lands than both Governors had during the ~xe\~ious t.rvei~t\~ . . vears." When the 

Governor announced the 1998 Open Space Consenration Plan, he said the Plan "will 

insure that Ne\\. York's irreplaceablt. open space resources are protected into the 




























































































































































































































