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Quality"Communiti"_s Reuie
oustained Leadership and
Benchmarking

- The release of the January 2001
report of the Quality Communites
Interagency Task Force is simply the
starting point for a much needed
strategic implementation of a renewed
State-local parmership. Lead by Lt
Governor Mary Donohue, the Task
Force undertook the challenges set
forth in Governor Pamki’s Executive
Order o recommend the tools and
support necessary for local govern-
ments to create quality communites.
A comprehensive report with forty-one
recommendations formally begins the
process of negotiation on and imple-
mentation of a number of key pro-
grams and initiatives. Without sus-
tained leadership, however, this report
runs the risk of being “shelved”...a risk
New York cannot afford.

Gubernatorial executive orders to
spur smart growth have been popular
during the last decade. Just this year,
task forces were created in Indiana and
Kentucky, following on the heels of
exccutive orders in Florida,- Illinois,
Maryland, North Carolina, Oregon,

ia and Wisconsin. Typically,
the leadership for these efforts is found
either in the executive branch or in the
legislative branch. However, to pro-
duce meaningful reform, leadership
must result from a partmership between
the executive and legislative branches.
The challenges of state legislative, regu-
latory and programmatic reform
orchestrated to harmonize with the
needs and opportunities of local com-
munities demand bi-partisan attention
and support.

While the 2001 Task Force Report
contains many recommendations that
are easily implemented by the executive
branch, a number require the legisla-
ture to send proposed new laws to the
Governor for his signature. In addition
to the many initiatives proposed by the
Task Force, various smart growth pro-
posals like compact planning legislation
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have been circulating in the Legislature grows. out of the recommendations
for a numbser of years. Some proposals | needs to focus on integration and
consider statewide challenges and oth- | potendal refinements to make these

ers focus on regional issues and con-
cerns. They are all important pieces in
the quality communities puzzle, and
leadership is critical to glue the pieces in
place. A demonstration that New York
is on the right was apparent during the
recent 3rd Annual Smart Growth
Conference where the Lt. Governor
Donohue shared the podium with
Senaror Rath and Assembly Members
DiNapoli and Hoyt who have been the
legislative leaders for smart growth.

New York has a strong historical
record of piecemeal approaches to qual-
ity-communities-type initiatives. There
are dozens of laws and programs that,
when put together, arguably demon-
strate the State’s commitment to smart
growth. New York must do a better
job, however, of integrating these pro-
grams and laws so that they work more
effectively rogether as a package of
incentives and tools for local govern-
ments. New York has been a leader
among the states in adopting meaning-
ful statutory land use reform including
the Long Island Pine Barrens compact
and other open space initatives. The
New York State Office for Technology’s
GIS Daw Cooperative is more
advanced than most sister states, a
remarkable benefit and opportunity for
accessing and understanding critical
data to make more informed quality
communities decisions. -

Placing the Lt. Governor in the lead-
ership role to coordinate all of these state
agency programs and initiatives has
proven to be very far-sighted and a des-
ignation that other states should learn
from. The selection of the LT. Governor
is a strong statement from the chief exec-
utive that this initiative is a statewide
priority and one that each of the execu-
tive agencies must participate in.

The State interagency task force that

efforts even better. Consideration of
the designation of a state office for
planning and coordination to serve the
long-term function of this integration
would be a welcome addition. This
office would, among other things, be
responsible to ensuring on-going
agency participation. One of the
Quality Communities Task Force rec-
ommendations calls for the adoption of
statewide quality communities princi-
ples. This is crucial in letting the stake-
holders know what it is that the State
must focus on. In March of this year,
Governor Ruth Ann Minner of
Delaware signed an executive order
requiring all of her executive agencies to
submit an implementation plan of the
“Livable Delaware” goals by August 31,
2001. This step further implements
the work of the Delaware Cabinet
Committee.

Since the early 1990s more than half
of the states have proposed and adopted
smart growth reform programs. What is
missing, however, is a method of evalu-
ating the successes and shortcomings of
the component pieces of the various ini-
tiatives. New York again has an opportu-
nity to lead the way with the develop-
ment of a benchmarking index to report
on the use and results of the tools and
programs that exist today, and the ones
that may still be adopted as part of a
quality communities program based
upon Task Force recommendations and
other legjslative initiatives.

New York is off to a good start, but
the real work lies ahead in terms of

meaningful reform.
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